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Article history: In 2017, the number of cases related to violence against women increased by
400% from the previous year. This research, therefore, aims to analyze
behavior difference among domestic violence victims using a quantitative
descriptive method. Data were obtained from 64 victims using a Likert scale,
while the descriptive techniques and T-Test analysis were used to examine the
data obtained. The results showed that the assertive behavior of women
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Introduction

The rate of dometic violence in Indonesia is high, with continuous yearly increase. Therefore, there is
an adequate need for the government to implement rules to alleviate and prevent its increment. In 2017 the
number of cases increased by 74% from 2016, and a massive increase of 400% in West Sumatra in 2017,
thereby, ranking this community as fifth most female violence in city (Afdal, 2015; Afdal, et.al, 2017; Komnas
Perempuan, 2018).

Some factors such as lack of assertive behavior towards partners and lots more, leads to domestic
violence. Some of its causes include women being quiet and submissive to their husbands, feeling inferior, no
without human rights, admitting to mistakes even when they are not wrong and claiming responsibility for the
actions of their partners (Anggoman & Wirawan, 2002).

However, the wife's assertive behavior towards the partner tends to prevent domestic violence, thereby,
making the relationship closer, because the higher the assertive behavior, the greater the marital satisfaction
rate of the married couple and vice versa. In addition, when this behavior is raised by women, it makes the
relationship better. However, it does not have an impact on those experiencing continuous violence (Wardani,
Nuniek, Keliat, Budi, & Nuraini, 2012; Kumaladewi & Uyun, 1997; Syafira & Kustanti, 2017).

Assertive behavior is an action used by women to express honesty, and comfort, without being anxious
about their partners. It improves the quality of relationships between humans, allows them to act in the best
way, express their feelings honestly and comfortably, without anxiety. Furthermore, it allows them to exercise
personal rights without denial (Benjamin J. Sadock & Virginia A. Sadock, 2005; Townsend, 2009).
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In addition, it allows them to respect better the rights, feelings, and thoughts, of their partners with the
ability to communicate properly and prevent them from repeating behaviors that contain elements of
emotional violence capable of hurting their feelings. Based on these results, it is concluded that assertive
behavior is significant enough to influence the emotional violence experienced by women (Nugraha Dwi Aria,
2013).

It is also closely related to education, because the higher the level of education, the broader their
thinking capability, therefore, it has the ability to develop people to succeed at work. Education helps people
to know themselves better by determining their strengths and weaknesses, and confidence level. Formal
educational experience tends to have a major impact on individual attitudes, conceptions, and ways of
thinking. It helps a person to be confident that the behavioral orientation is more focused on decisions
(Cahyani, 2017; Yogaryjantono, 1997).

Therefore poor education is one of the factors of domestic violence, and for this reason, this research
aims to identify its differences.

Method

This is a quantitative and descriptive study on women as victims of domestic violence in Padang. Data
were collected through behavioral instruments developed from Galassi theory using saturated sampling
method. The research instrument was filled by 64 women using a 5 point Likert scale. RASCH model analyst
results show a reliability score of (Extreme and Non-Extreme) 0.62, while the Cronbach's alpha value (KR-20)
of 0.67, indicates that the interaction between couples is good. Besides that, the sensitivity value of the Non-
Extreme /INFIT MNSQIisl.01 logit which is in line with the Non-Extreme/OUTFIT MNSQ, which
indicates that they are still in the ideal range of+0.5> MNSQ <+1.5 (Bond & Fox, 2015; Boone, Stever, &
Yale, 2014; Sumintono & Widhiarso, 2015).

Additional analysis of the RASCH modeling also found an item reliability score of 0.85, which shows
that the quality of the items used in the measurement is special. Besides that, the sensitivity value of person’s
answer pattern +1.01 logit INFIT MNSQ) and +1.01 logit (OUTFIT MNSQ) as a whole, which indicates
that it is still in the ideal range of+0.5> MINSQ <+1.5. This, therefore, indicates that the items have very good
quality for the conditions of the measurements made.

Furthermore, data regarding differences in assertive behavior are reviewed from an educational
background using an independent sample t-test.

Results and Discussions

Further information based on the results of the t-test on their educational background, is presented in
Table 1.

Table 1: Results of Independent Sample T-test

Group Statistic

Gender N Mean
Assertive behavior of Elementary 5 90,60
women victims of school
domestic violence Middle school 13 85,23
High school 24 88,46
University level 22 90,77

Independent Sample T-test I

Score Lavene Test T-test
F Sig. Sig. (2-tailed)
Assertive Behavior of Women 3,840 0,068 ,048

Victims of Domestic Violence
Educational Background for
Elementary and Middle Schools
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Independent Sample T-test IT
Score Lavene Test T-test
F Sig. Sig. (2-tailed)
Assertive Behavior of Women 0,225 0,637 0,041

Victims of Domestic Violence
Educational Background High school
and university level

In the Statistics Group table, there are 64 data on the number of women victims of domestic violence.
While the mean results show the average value for each group, with an elementary education background of
90.60, junior high school of 85.23, high school of 88.46, and PT of 90.77. On the average, these values look
similar, however, to determine the significant differences, the t-test is performed. In the Independent Sample
T-test I, the F value of 3,840, has a significance of 0.068, which is greater than 0.05 (0.265> 0.05), explains
that the population variance is homogeneous. Therefore, homogeneity requirements are met to test differences
in assertive behavior of women based on their educational background. Furthermore, the hypothesis test with
a significant value of 0.048, indicates a p-value> 0.05. Therefore Ho was rejected. This means that there are
differences between women possessing primary and junior secondary education.

In the Independent Sample T-test II table, the F value of those with high school and PT education
background is 0.225 with a significance of 0.0637 which indicates that the population variant is homogeneous
at above 0.05 (0.265> 0.05). Therefore, homogeneity requirements are met to test the differences in assertive
behavior based on their educational background. Furthermore, the hypothesis test shows a significant value of
0.041and p-value> 0.05, thereby, rejecting Ho. This means that there are differences in the assertive behavior
of women with high school educational background and PT as presented in Table 2.

Table 2: Conditions of Assertive Behavior of Women Victims of Domestic Violence Against Primary

Education
Category Score Interval f %
Very high >116 0 0
High 94-115 0 0
Moderate 72-93 2 40
Low 50-71 3 60
Very low <49 0 0

In table 2 above, the assertive behavior of women with elementary education background is in the low
category (60%). Furthermore, those with junior high school education are presented in Table 3.

Table 3: Assertive Behavior Conditions of Women Victims of Domestic Violence with Middle School

Education
Category Score Interval f %
Very high >116 0 0
High 94-115 4 30,76
Moderate 72-93 9 69,23
Low 50-71 0 0
Very low <49 0 0

Table 3 above shows that in general those with junior high school background are in the moderate
category of 69.23%. Furthermore, table 4 presents those with high school education background.
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Table 4: Conditions of Assertive Behavior of Women Victims of Domestic Violence with High School
Education Background

Category Score Interval f %
Very high >116 0 0
High 94-115 9 37,5
Moderate 72-93 14 58,33
Low 50-71 1 4,16
Very low <49 0 0

Table 4 shows that in general women with high school education background are in the moderate
category of 58.33%. Furthermore, the conditions of those with PT education are presented in Table 5.

Table 5: Conditions of Assertive Behavior of Women Victims of Domestic Violence with Higher

Education
Category Score Interval f %
Very high >116 0 0
High 94-115 8 36,36
Moderate 72-93 14 63,63
Low 50-71 0 0
Very low <49 0 0

Table 5 shows the assertive behavior of those with educational background in the medium category
(63.63%).

Based on the results, women with elementary education background are more violent than those with
junior, high school, and PT. This is because the higher the level of one's education the greater the tendency to
succeed at work, with a better understanding of their strengths and weaknesses (Cahyani, 2017)

Formal education tends to possess a major impact on attitudes, conceptions, and people’s thinking
mentality. In acting, being more flexible is more open to renewal, with a broader memory and feelings capable
of making someone confident that behavioral orientation is focused on the decision. Therefore, strengthened
by the results of the study, people with good self-confidence are able to behave assertively. Besides that, it is
also supported by Firth and Snyder umut factors, which stated that the level of education influences the
development of assertiveness (Yogaryjantono, 1997).

Women with low education tend to have low assertive behavior compared to those with higher
education. The educated ones have a place to obtain solutions in order to overcome the existing pressure,
while those without tertiary education possess low self-esteem and are unable to determine the best remedy to
their problem (Lovihan & Kaunang, 2010).

According to Pratiwi, educated women have high self-esteem, which acts as a sense of value that comes
from thoughts, feelings, sensations, and experiences collected throughout life. In addition, they behave
assertively when confronted with something harmful (Pratiwi, 2015).

Women with low education are not assertive because education plays a role in the formation of an
individual’s behavior. This is possible because when one enters primary school, they gain a number of
important knowledge regarding the social world, with guidance to determine abstract consideration and the
basic principles of communication when in secondary school. Therefore, the more a person learns, the greater
their knowledge, experience, understanding, behavior, acts, and thinks (Dini, Psikologi, & Soegijapranata,
2007).

Conclusions

From the results of the study it was found that the assertive behavior of women victims of domestic
violence with elementary education background was lower compared to those with junior, high school and
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PT. This is due to the fact that education plays a role in the formation of individual assertive behavior. When
individuals are admitted into the primary school, they gain a number of important knowledge about their
social world, and in secondary school they are guided to determine more abstract considerations which are the
basic principles of human communication.
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